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RIF is administered by the Office of the Secretary of Defense and allows the military 
to collaborate with small businesses to provide innovative technologies that can be 
rapidly inserted into acquisition programs that meet specific defense requirements.

It is a point of entry for small businesses to win research and acquisition contracts 
with the Department of the Navy (DoN). RIF refines technology from military science 
and technology investments and adapts commercially available technology, funding 
the final maturation, testing, certification and/or integration needed to ensure that the 
products successfully make it to operational users.

There is a two-step selection process. The annually published broad agency 
announcement (BAA) lists the technology areas of interest for the DoN systems 
commands, instructions for white paper submission and source selection criteria. 
DoN invites full proposals based on the white paper evaluation results 

Those DoN selects for awards may receive up to $3 million in funding, with a period 
of performance 24 months or less. The government then has 12 months to integrate 
the technology into an existing acquisition program.

Small businesses with mature technologies at a technology readiness level of at 
least 5–6 that resolve naval challenges should engage with naval systems command 
chief technology officer-appointed RIF Leads (list available upon request) and 
acquisition program managers and look for the next BAA. 

For more info see: http://www.defenseinnovationmarketplace.mil/RIF.html

WHAT IS IT?
RIF is a technology transition 
program that accelerates the 
fielding of innovative technologies 
into military systems.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

• Annual broad agency 
announcement with military 
service-specific requirements

• Two-step application process:

o White paper and quad chart

o Full proposal (by invitation 
only)

• Up to $3 million/project

• Source selection preference for 
small businesses

• Technology readiness level 
(TRL) of at least 5–6 at project 
inception; TRL 7–9 desired at 
completion

• Up to 24-month project duration

WHAT WILL IT ACCOMPLISH?

• Enhanced military capability

• Accelerated military 
development capability

• Cost savings to acquisition 
programs and fielded systems

POINT OF CONTACT:

Tom Gallagher 

Department of the Navy RIF 
Program Manager

thomas.j.gallagher@navy.mil
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